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Chapel
Extension

Designed by The Practical
Planning Company

BUILD COMPLETED
AUGUST 2021




The project

Thurlaston Chapel, Leicestershire
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BRIEF

Design - and gain planning permission for - a
single storey extension to provide space for
growing congregation, while enhancing the
area and showcasing the original property,

its history and character.

THE CLIENT

The current Pastor (the church is led by
elders, one of whom was our client’s father
who became the pastor, a post he held until
three years ago when our client became the
pastor).



The need

GROWING CONGREGATION

Thurlaston Chapel had become a
growing centre for the
community.
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The space was required to allow
the congregation to continue to
grow and the extension plans
were a conduit for the growing
congregation to enjoy and to
enable them to cater better in
their events that involve the
wider community.




Originally erected in AD1787 and
rebuilt in AD1842.

Current building completed in
1837

Chapel founded in late 18th
century when local farmer became
committed Christian and began to
invite local preachers to his
farmhouse.

Building bought by Bethel
Evangelical church in Wigston in
1978 and extensive restoration
began. Amongst that group were
our client’'s grandfather and
parents.
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Although there are no
conservation areas in
Thurlaston, the Chapel is
identified in the Fosse
Villages Neighbourhood
Plan as a: “Feature of Local
Heritage Interest which,
whilst not listed by the
Secretary of State, local
people feel to be an
important part of
Thurlaston’s heritage due
to its architectural, historic
or archaeological
significance”.

Heritage asset
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Constraints

e Maintaining and respecting historical
significance of site/property.

e Graveyard on site.

e Non-designated heritage asset,
requiring heritage statement for
planning and considerations from the
Historic Buildings Officer

e Limiting impact on street scene
where other important buildings are
sited.

THURLASTON CHAPEL
(Evangelical Free)

Sunday LORD’s day services:
Morning 10:30am
. Evening 5:30pm

(ALL WARMLY WELCOMED)

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only
Begotten Son, that whoever believes on Him should
not perish but have everlasting life.” JOHN 3v16
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The design

MATCHING MATERIALS

Red brick and grey slate tiled roof at
similar pitch to that of existing single
storey extension to ensure the
design was sympathetic to the
original property and surrounding
area.

SIZE

Ensured the design was not
overbearing in terms of size and
style.

LOCATION

Extending at rear of property,
ensuring no impact on street scene.
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Main feature

Glass gable end and large glass panels

in more contemporary style than existing
windows and doors, with grey aluminium
frames. Introduced to:

Frame outdoor space and highlight
key feature of the church - the
graveyard.

To allow visitors to see inside the
church and the original architectural
features of the property,

08
e Juxtaposition between old and new.
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The finished extension

Inside
ORIGINAL WALL

We left the original wall
of the previous
extension in as feature
wall to retain some of
the original character.

Inside
GLASS PARTITION

We added a glass partition
between the original entrance hall
and the new extension to link the
spaces together

O
[©]
»
(o]
S
D
o
O
<
o
0
O
(o]




—
I
C
Py
—
>
w
—
©)
z
O
I
>
o
m
—
—
m
O
m
)
—
m
P
w
I
Py
m

The finished extension

Inside
KITCHEN/BAR

We created a kitchen
area and bar to cater
for growing
congregation out of the
original outbuilding...

Outside
ROOF LAYOUT

...which we managed to tie into
the new extension with a clever
hipped roof layout.
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The finished extension
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Outside Outside

JUXTAPOSITION CONTEMPORARY FINISH

A blend between old Grey frames, as approved by the
and new Council, to create a real feature

and enhance the property.




The finished extension
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Inside
THE PERFECT FRAME

Highlighting one of the church's key features - the graveyard - while creating
a link to the outdoors for the congregation to enjoy.
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The finished extension

Outside
THE FRONT

No change - retaining
the historical character
and significance.

Outside
THE REAR

A contemporary addition, which
reflects and honours the
character of the chapel.
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e Conclusion

The finished extension highlights

00dd Aq pesubiseg

and defines the property, its
architectural features and enhances
the green space around the building
by creating a better connection
between the Chapel and both the
green space and graveyard,
allowing the congregation to make

the most out of these spaces.

THURLASTON CHAPEL, LEICESTERSHIRE



Client satisfaction

“We have been impressed with Ben from the moment we
found PPCo online. The pricing was clear and very
reasonable in comparison to others. Having now been
working with him on our Chapel extension in rural
Leicestershire, the value for money has been incredible.
Ben's quality of work has been exceptional. And all along
the way he has been in constant communication, and is
always on hand to respond quickly to enquiries. He took
on all the liaising with the council and has gone the
second mile with the whole project. A literal heaven send
for us —and | wouldn't give praise where it isn't due.
Thanks Ben and all your team (PPCo).”

Peter Harrison, Chapel Pastor
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CARD RECEIVED FROM CLIENT
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